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the odds were hopeless. The frigate Endymion
was faster than her consorts and, as she came up
alone, the President delayed to exchange broad-
sides before fleeing again with every sail set. Her
speed had been impaired by stranding as she came
out past Sandy Hook, else she might have out-
footed the enemy. But soon the Pomone and the
Tenedos, frigates of the class of the Shannon
and the Guerriere, were in the hunt. Decatur was
cornered, but his guns were served until a fifth of
the crew were disabled, the ship was crippled, and
a force fourfold greater than his own was closing in
to annihilate him at its leisure. "I deemed it my
duty to surrender," said he, and a noble American
frigate, more formidable than the Constitution, was
added to the list of the Royal Navy,